
 

 1 (4) 

Date  
2021-11-11  

Course literature 
 

 

Course code and title  
2SS077 - The Defence Policy and Military Strategy of the Nordic Countries 

 

Literature 
 
Compulsory literature 
 
Archer, Clive, Alyson Bailes & Anders Wivel (2014) (eds). Small States and 
International Security: Europe and beyond. Abingdon: Routledge. 
 
Bengtsson, Rikard (2020). ”Nordic Security and Defence Cooperation: 
Differentiated Integration in Uncertain Times” Politics and Governance, Volume 
8, Issue 4. 
 
Dahl, Ann-Sofie & Pauli Järvenpää (2014) (eds). Northern Security and Global 
Politics. Abingdon: Routledge. 
 
Edström, Håkan & Dennis Gyllensporre (2014) (eds). Alike or Different? – 
Strategic thinking in Scandinavia. Stockholm: Santérus Academic Press. 
 
Edström, Håkan, Dennis Gyllensporre & Jacob Westberg (2019). Military 
Strategy of Small States – Responding to External Shocks in the 21st century. 
Abingdon: Routledge. 
 
Forsberg, Tuomas (2013). “The rise of Nordic defence cooperation: a return to 
regionalism?” International Affairs, Volume 89, Issue 5. 
 
Hansen, Lene & Ole Wæver (2003) (eds). European integration and national 
identity: the challenge of the Nordic states. Abingdon: Routledge. 
 
Heier, Tormod (2019). “Avoiding War: How Should Northern Europe Respond 
to the US-Russian Rivalry?” Arctic Review on Law and Politics, Volume 9. 
 
Honig, Jan Willem & Jan Ångström (2012). “Regaining Strategy: Small Powers, 
Strategic Culture, and Escalation in Afghanistan” Journal of Strategic Studies, 
Volume 35, Issue 5. 
 
Howlett, Darryl & John Glenn (2005). ”Epilogue: Nordic Strategic Culture” 
Cooperation and Conflict, Volume 40, Issue 1. 
 

 



 

 2 (4) 

Date  
2021-11-11  

Course literature 
 

 

Ingebritsen, Christine Iver Neumann, Sieglinde Gstöhl & Jessica Beyer (2006) 
(eds). Small States in International Relations. Reykjavik: University of Iceland 
Press. 
 
Jakobsen, Peter Viggo (2007) “Still Punching Above Their Weight? Nordic 
Cooperation in Peace Operations after the Cold War” International 
Peacekeeping, Volume 14, Issue 4. 
 
Møller, Joakim Erma (2019). “Trilateral defence cooperation in the North: an 
assessment of interoperability between Norway, Sweden and Finland” Defence 
Studies, Volume 19, Issue 3. 
 
Nedergaard, Peter & Anders Wivel (2018) (eds). Routledge Handbook on 
Scandinavian Politics. Abingdon: Routledge. 
 
Neumann, Iver & Henrikki Heikka (2005). “Grand Strategy, Strategic Culture, 
Practice: The Social Roots of Nordic Defence” Cooperation and Conflict, Volume 
40, Issue 1. 
 
Rickli, Jean-Marc (2008). “European small states’ military policies after the Cold 
War: from territorial to niche strategies” Cambridge Review of International 
Affairs, Volume 21, Issue 3. 
 
Saxi, Håkon Lunde (2011). Nordic defence cooperation after the Cold War. 
Oslo: Institutt for forsvarsstudier (Oslo Files on Defence and Security). 
 
Saxi, Håkon Lunde (2019). “The Rise, Fall and Resurgence of Nordic Defence 
Cooperation.” International Affairs, Volume 95, Issue 3. 
 
Steinmetz, Robert & Anders Wivel (2010) (eds). Small States in Europe. 
Aldershot: Ashgate. 
 
Wilson, Page & Ísak Kári Kárason (2020) “Vision accomplished? A decade of 
NORDEFCO” Global Affairs (Published online: 5 August 2020). 
 
Tentative complementary readings  
 
Christiansson, Magnus (2020). Defence transformation in Sweden: The strategic 
governance of pivoting projects 2000-2010. Stockholm: Santérus Academic Press. 



 

 3 (4) 

Date  
2021-11-11  

Course literature 
 

 

Cooper, Andrew & Timothy Shaw (2013) (eds). The Diplomacies of Small States. 
Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 
 
Dalsjö, Robert (2014). “The hidden rationality of Sweden’s policy of neutrality 
during the Cold War” Cold War History, Volume 14, Issue 2. 
 
Doeser, Fredrik (2011). “Domestic politics and foreign policy change in small 
states: The fall of the Danish ‘footnote policy’” Cooperation and Conflict, Volume 
46, Issue 2. 
 
Doeser, Fredrik (2017). “Strategic Culture, Domestic Politics, and Foreign Policy: 
Finland’s Decision to Refrain from Operation Unified Protector” Foreign Policy 
Analysis, Volume 17, Issue 3. 
 
Edström, Håkan & Jacob Westberg (2020). “Between the eagle and the bear: 
Explaining the alignment strategies of the Nordic countries in the 21st century” 
Comparative Strategy, Volume 39, Issue 2. 
 
Giampiero Giacomello and Bertjan Verbeek (2020) (eds). Middle Powers in Asia 
and Europe in the 21st Century. London: Rowman Littlefield. 
 
Goetschel, Laurent (2010) (ed.). Small States inside and outside the European 
Union – Interests and Policies. Dordrecht: Kluwer Academic Publishers. 
 
Inbar, Efraim & Gabriel Sheffer (1997) (eds). The National Security of Small 
States in a Changing World. Abingdon: Frank Cass. 
 
Ingimundarson, Valur (2009). “Iceland’s Post-American Security Policy, Russian 
Geopolitics and the Arctic Question” RUSI Journal, Volume 154, Issue 4. 
 
Jakobsen, Peter Viggo (2006). Nordic approaches to peace operations: a new 
model in the making. Abingdon: Routledge. 
 
Jakobsen, Peter Viggo, Jens Ringmose & Håkon Lunde Saxi (2019). “Prestige-
seeking small states: Danish and Norwegian military contributions to US-led 
operations” European Journal of International Security, Volume 3, Issue 2. 
 
Jesse, Neal & John Dreyer (2016). Small States in the International System – At 
Peace and at War. Lanham, MD.: Lexington Books. 



 

 4 (4) 

Date  
2021-11-11  

Course literature 
 

 

Lödén, Hans (2012). “Reaching a Vanishing Point? Reflections on the Future of 
Neutrality Norms in Sweden and Finland” Cooperation and Conflict, Volume 47, 
Issue 2. 
 
Mouritzen, Hans (2007). “Denmark’s super Atlanticism” Journal of Transatlantic 
Studies, Volume 5, Issue 2. 
 
Pedersen, Rasmus Brun (2012). “Danish foreign policy activism: Differences in 
kind or degree?” Cooperation and Conflict, Volume 47, Issue 3. 
 
Petersson, Magnus & Hakon Lunde Saxi (2013). ”Shifted Roles: Explaining 
Danish and Norwegian Alliance Strategy 1949–2009” Journal of Strategic 
Studies, Volume 36, Issue 6. 
 
Pyykönen, Juha & Stefan Forss (2019). Deterrence in the Nordic Baltic Region. 
Carlisle, PA.: U.S. Army War College Press. 
 
Ringmar, Erik (1996) Identity, Interest, and Action: a Cultural Explanation of 
Sweden’s Intervention in the Thirty Years War. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 
 
Saxi, Hakon Lunde (2010). “Defending small states: Norwegian & Danish defence 
policies in the post-Cold War era” Defence and Security Analysis. Volume 26, 
Issue 4. 
 
Thorhallsson, Baldur (2000). The Role of Small States in the European Union. 
Aldershot: Ashgate. 
 

Other tool/aids  

Decision Appendix decided by ämnesrådet in Political Science 11 November 2021  

Valid from term 
Spring 2022 
 
Please note that the literature can be changed before each new course opportunity 

 

 
 


