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PERSONAL INFORMATION  

 Nationality: German 

Date and Place of Birth: 15 April 1973, Bochum, Germany 

Mother tongue: German Other Languages: Fluent English, French, Dutch, Swedish 

 

CURRENT ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

 Professor of International Law (since 2013, permanent position) 

Head of the Centre for International and Operational Law (since 2009) 

Swedish Defence University 

Stockholm 

Sweden 

 

Extraordinary Professor (since 2019) 

Faculty of Law 

University of Pretoria 

South Africa 

 

ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS 

  PhD University of Amsterdam, (awarded 12 January 2007), thesis title: “Complementarity in the 

Rome Statute and National Criminal Jurisdictions”, 420 pages; commercial edition of thesis 

published by Oxford University Press (2008) 

 LL.M. University of Amsterdam, Faculty of Law: International law studies at the law faculty of 

the University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands; Award of LL.M. 29 August 2000 (average result: 

8.5 out of 10, amongst the best 1% of all students) (April 1998-July 2000) 

 Law studies, Johannes Gutenberg-Universität, Faculty of Law, Mainz, Germany: exams passed 

in history of law, private, constitutional and criminal law (April 1995-July 1996 and September 

1997-March 1998) 

 Law studies, Thames Valley University, Faculty of Law, London, UK: ERASMUS-exchange 

student (Academic year 1996/97) 

 Studies in Philosophy, German and French, Ruhr-Universität Bochum, Germany (February-

November 1993) 

  

ACADEMIC & PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS and AFFILIATIONS 

  University of Geneva, Member of the Scientific Committee, Research Project "Preventing and 

Combating Terrorism and Violent Extremism: Towards a Legal-Empirical Approach" financed by 

the Swiss National Science Foundation (since 2020), see https://counter-terror-project.org/ 

 European Centre of Excellence for Countering Hybrid Threats, member of pool of legal 

experts (since 2019) 

 International Institute of Humanitarian Law, Member (since 2017) 

 Totalförsvarets folkrättsråd (Total Defence Advisory Council on International Law), 

mailto:jann.kleffner@fhs.se
http://www.fhs.se/en/contact/k/kleffner-jann/
https://counter-terror-project.org/
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Member (since 2017) 

 Chatham House, Expert, Expert Process on Proportionality in the Law of Armed Conflict (2017-

2018) 

 UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, Expert, Expert Consultation on Policing of Assemblies: Use 

of Force and Accountability (Geneva, 1-2 May 2017) 

 Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights / International 

Committee of the Red Cross, Expert, International Expert Process on Investigations in Armed 

Conflicts (2015-2019), see https://www.icrc.org/en/document/guidelines-investigating-
violations-ihl-law-policy-and-good-practice 

 Air and Missile Warfare Manual, Expert, Expert Group on Revising the AMW Manual (2015-

2018), later Oslo Manual on Select Problems of the Law of Armed Conflict 

 Consultant, Dutch Public Prosecution Service, consulting on a major investigation involving 

questions of international law (2014-2016) 

 State Practice and International Law Journal, Member, Editorial Board (since 2014), see 

http://www.brunel.ac.uk/law/spilj 

 International Law Studies, Member, Advisory Board (2013-2017), see 

https://www.usnwc.edu/Research---Gaming/International-Law/International-Law-
Studies/International-Law-Studies.aspx  

 International Law Association, Member, Study Group on the Conduct of Hostilities, (2012-

2016), see http://www.ila-hq.org/en/committees/study_groups.cfm/cid/1040  

 International Committee of the Red Cross, Member of the Reading Committee and Author, 

Project to update the ICRC Commentary to the Four Geneva Conventions and Additional 

Protocols (since 2012), see http://www.icrc.org/eng  

 Yearbook of International Humanitarian Law, Member of the Board of Advisors to the 

Editorial Board (since 2012) 

 International Society of Military Law and the Law of War, Research Project on the 

International Law of Peace Operations, Member of the Group of Experts (2012-2014), see 

http://www.soc-mil-law.org/   

 International Society of Military Law and the Law of War, Jury member, Ciardi Prize, (2012), 

see http://www.soc-mil-law.org/   

 Jus Post Bellum Project, Leiden University, Member of the Steering Committee  (2011-2016), 

see http://juspostbellum.com/  

 Institute for International and Comparative Law in Africa, University of Pretoria, South 

Africa, Visiting Fellow (August/September 2011, August/September 2012), see 

http://web.up.ac.za/default.asp?ipkCategoryID=15338  

 Institute for International Law of Peace and Armed Conflict, Ruhr-Universität Bochum, 

Germany, Corresponding member and member of the editorial board of the Journal of 

International Law of Peace and Armed Conflict / Humanitäres Völkerrecht  - 

Informationsschriften (since 2011), see http://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/ifhv/6-publications/6-

huvi-index.html  

 Diakonia, Member of the Scientific Review Committee on international humanitarian law (2011-

2014), see http://www.diakonia.se/sa/node.asp?node=918  

 Tallinn Manual on the International Law Applicable to Cyber Warfare, 1st edition: member 

of the international group of experts, written at the invitation of the Cooperative Cyber Defence 

Centre of Excellence; 2nd edition: contributor (2010-2017) 

 Swedish National Defence College, Associate Professor of International Law (2009-2013) 

 Swedish National Defence College, Chair of the subject council on international law (ordförande 

ämnesråd folkrätt)(2009-2016) 

 United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI), ‘ICC Judicial 

Summaries Project (JSP)’, Academic advisor (March-June 2009) 

 Research Programme on ‘The Role of Law in Armed Conflict and Peace Operations’ of the 

Amsterdam Center for International Law, Deputy Programme Leader (2008-2010) 

 Research Forum on the Law of Armed Conflict and Peace Operations (LACPO), Co-

Convenor (2007-2010) 

 Yearbook of International Humanitarian Law, TMC Asser Press, Managing Editor and 

Member of the Editorial Board (2007-2009) 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/guidelines-investigating-violations-ihl-law-policy-and-good-practice
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/guidelines-investigating-violations-ihl-law-policy-and-good-practice
https://www.usnwc.edu/Research---Gaming/International-Law/International-Law-Studies/International-Law-Studies.aspx
https://www.usnwc.edu/Research---Gaming/International-Law/International-Law-Studies/International-Law-Studies.aspx
http://www.ila-hq.org/en/committees/study_groups.cfm/cid/1040
http://www.icrc.org/eng
http://www.soc-mil-law.org/
http://www.soc-mil-law.org/
http://juspostbellum.com/
http://web.up.ac.za/default.asp?ipkCategoryID=15338
http://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/ifhv/6-publications/6-huvi-index.html
http://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/ifhv/6-publications/6-huvi-index.html
http://www.diakonia.se/sa/node.asp?node=918


Jann K. Kleffner 3 

 

 3 

 European Society of International Law, Founding Member, Interest Group on Peace and 

Security (2007-2010) 

 The Hague Initiative for Law and Armed Conflict, Executive member (2007-2010) 

 International Law Association, Member, Committee on compensation for victims of war (2005-

2014)  

 Oxford Reports on International Law in Domestic Courts, Oxford University Press, electronic 

journal launched in 2008, Associate Editor (2005-2007)  

 The Netherlands Defence Academy, Visiting Professor (2005-2007), see http://www.nlda.nl/  

 The Hague Forum for Judicial Expertise, Visiting Professor (trainings for inter alia judges 

from Afghanistan, Iran, Colombia and Sudan, 2005-2010), see https://www.asser.nl/projects-

legal-advice/projects-overview/?rId=102 

 University of Amsterdam, Assistant Professor of International Law, Faculty of Law, Department 

of International Law (2005-2010) 

 University of Leiden, Visiting Lecturer in International Criminal Law, Faculty of Law, LL.M. 

Programme in Public International Law (October 2004-May 2005) 

 International Committee of the Red Cross, Expert, Series of Expert Meetings organised jointly 

by the International Committee of the Red Cross and the TMC Asser Institute, The Hague, on 

“Direct Participation in Hostilities” (2003-2008), see http://www.icrc.org/eng  

 International Criminal Court, Member of the Expert Group consulting the Prosecutor of the 

International Criminal Court on Complementarity in Practice (May-December 2003) 

 DePaul University, Research Fellow, College of Law, International Human Rights Law Institute, 

Chicago, USA, (January-March 2003) 

 University of Amsterdam, Lecturer in International Humanitarian Law, Faculty of Law, 

Department of International Law (April 2002-March 2005) 

 International Society of Military Law and the Law of War, General Rapporteur on the 

“Compatibility of national legal systems with the Statute of the Permanent International Criminal 

Court (ICC)” for the 2003 Congress (December 2000 – April 2003) 

 University of Amsterdam, Research Associate, Faculty of Law, Department of International 

Law, Amsterdam Center for International Law, Pionier Project on ‘Interactions between Public 

International Law and National Law’ funded by the Netherlands Organization for Scientific 

Research; PhD research on “Complementarity in the Rome Statute and National Criminal 

Jurisdictions” (September 2000-March 2005) 

 International Association of Lawyers Against Nuclear Arms, Member of the independent 

advisory group on international humanitarian law aspects of the use of depleted uranium (April-

December 2000) 

 International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, Contractor (November 1999-

October 2001) 

 TMC Asser Institute for Private and Public International Law, International Commercial 

Arbitration and European Law, The Hague, Assistant Managing Editor of the Yearbook of 

International Humanitarian Law, The Hague (January 1999-April 2002) 

 Member, German Society for the United Nations (Deutsche Gesellschaft für die Vereinten 

Nationen, DGVN) 

 Member, International Society of Military Law and the Law of War 

 

GRANTS & EXTERNAL FUNDING 

 Major: 

  Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), Partner Driven Cooperation 

Grant Scheme, Project ‘The Convergence and Conflicts of Human Rights and International 

Humanitarian Law and their Implications for Military Operations’, Akt-2010-022 (2.900.000 

SEK)(2011-2013) 

 Swedish Research Council (Vetenskapsrådet), Project Support Scheme, Project ‘Organized 

Armed Groups and the Law of Armed Conflict: Challenges and Prospects’ (2.490.000 

SEK)(2011-2015) 

 Swedish Ministry of Defence, Commissioned Research in Support of the Government (Forskning 

för Regeringens Behov FORBE): 2.000.000 SEK (2010); 2.000.000 SEK (2011); 1.300.000 SEK 

(2012) 

 Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, No Peace Without Justice, the Royal Dutch Academy of 

http://www.nlda.nl/
https://www.asser.nl/projects-legal-advice/projects-overview/?rId=102
https://www.asser.nl/projects-legal-advice/projects-overview/?rId=102
http://www.icrc.org/eng
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Sciences (KNAW), the Project on International Courts and Tribunals, and the Governing 

Council of the University of Amsterdam (College van Bestuur), Grant for Research 

Conference ‘Internationalized criminal courts and tribunals’: 70.000 EUR (2002) (together with 

other members of the organizing team) 

 

Minor: 

 Marcus Wallenberg Foundation for International Scientific Collaboration, grant for expert 

roundtable on international law and cyber operations, 125.000 SEK (2017) (together with the 

Stockholm Centre for International Law and Justice) 

 Folke Bernadotte Academy, Project to produce a ‘Handbook on Assisting Criminal 

Investigations (see more at 

http://folkebernadotteacademy.se/Global/Verksamhet/Reportage/RuleOfLaw_Handbook.pdf): 

108.000 SEK (2010) 

 United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI), Research 

Project ‘ICC Judicial Summaries Project (JSP)’, contract research commissioned by the United 

Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI): 2.000 EUR (2009) 

 Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Hague Institute for the Internationalisation of 

Law, Grant to carry out Research Seminar on ‘Jus Post Bellum Seminar’: 7.000 EUR (2007) 

 Royal Dutch Academy of Sciences (KNAW) and the Governing Council of the University of 

Amsterdam (College van Bestuur), Grant for Research Conference ‘System Criminality in 

International Law’: 5.250 EUR (2006) (together with other members of the organizing team) 

 Royal Dutch Academy of Sciences (KNAW), Dutch Organisation of Scientific Research 

(NWO), Ius Commune and the Governing Council of the University of Amsterdam (College 

van Bestuur), Grant for Research Seminar ‘The Complementary Principle of the Rome Statute of 

the International Criminal Court’: 10.900 EUR (2004) 

 Amsterdam University Fund, Research Grant for research at De Paul University, Chicago, USA 

(2003): 1.000 EUR (2003) 

 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 Courses Taught 

 Law of Armed Conflict, b-level course, 15 credits, Swedish Defense University (since 2018) 

 Advanced Course on International Law of Military Operations, c-level course, 30 credits, 

Swedish Defence University (since 2017) 

 Introduction to International Criminal Law, Course delivered for the Swedish Police War 

Crimes Commission (Krigsbrottskommissionen)(2011-2012) 

 Winter School on the Convergence and Conflicts of International Human Rights and 

Humanitarian Law, University of Pretoria Law School (2011, 2012, 2013) 

 Law of Armed Conflict, as part of the Public International Law Course at the Swedish National 

Defence College (2009-2011) 

 International Humanitarian Law, Course in the LL.M. Programmes in Public International Law 

and in Military Law, University of Amsterdam, (2002-2009) 

 International Criminal Law, Tulane Summer School, Amsterdam (2006-2012) 

 Public International Law, LL.B. Course Tutorials, University of Amsterdam, (September–

November 2002 and 2005-2008) 

 International Crimes, course in LL.M. programme in Public International Law of the University 

of Leiden (2005) 

 The International Criminal Court, course in LL.M. programme in Public International Law of 

the University of Leiden (2005) 

 Implementation and Enforcement of International Humanitarian Law, course in LL.M. 

Programme on Public International Law and Criminal Justice, University of Amsterdam (2005) 

 Introduction to International Criminal Law, LL.M. programme in Public International Law of 

the University of Leiden (2004) 

 

Successful completion of two university courses on university pedagogics (högskolepedagogik 1, 2 

and 3), Swedish Defence University 

 

http://folkebernadotteacademy.se/Global/Verksamhet/Reportage/RuleOfLaw_Handbook.pdf
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Examinator for all courses in international and operational law delivered at the Swedish Defence 

University 

 

 Select Conference- and Seminar Papers, Guest-Lectures 

 ‘Classification of situations of violence’, ‘Status of individuals’, ‘Conduct of hostilities’, 

‘Humanitarian Access under IHL’, PHAP course on IHL (Entebbe, 16-18 September 2019) 

 ‘Cyber warfare and international law’, seminar at PhD school (University of Pretoria, Faculty of 

Law, 3 September 2019) 

 ‘Compliance with the Law of Armed Conflict 70 Years after the Adoption of the Geneva 

Conventions’, 7th Transatlantic Workshop on International Law and Armed Conflict (US Military 

Academy, Westpoint, 20-21 June 2019) 

 ‘Distinction in the Targeting of Persons in Non-International Armed Conflicts’, Asia Pacific 

Centre for Military Law Conference ‘ Respecting Military Law’, Melbourne Law School 

(Melbourne, Australia, 12-13 March 2019) 

 ‘Poaching in the DRC – the precarious status of wildlife under the law of (non-international) 

armed conflict‘, Research Seminar on the Armed Conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo 

(Swedish Defense University, Stockholm, Sweden, 11-12 December 2018) 

 Closing Remarks: ‘The Impact of ISIS and the Way Ahead’, LACMO International Research 

Network Launch Conference ‘The Rise and Fall of ISIS’ (Amsterdam 26-27 September 2018) 

 Classification of situations of violence’, ‘Status of individuals’, ‘Issues specific to organized 

armed groups’, ‘Regulating the Conduct of Hostilities: Targeting objects; methods of combat’, 

‘The Status of Peacekeepers under IHL’, PHAP Course and Workshop on IHL (Nairobi, Kenya 

25-27 June 2018) 

  ‘Ambiguities in the temporal and geographical scope of the law of armed conflict’, Fog of Law 

Workshop (US Naval War College, Newport, 15-17 May 2018) 

 ‘Classification of situations of violence’, ‘Status of individuals’, ‘Issues specific to organized 

armed groups’, ‘Conduct of hostilities’, ‘Law of armed conflict and international criminal law’, 

PHAP Course and Workshop on IHL (Amman, 18-20 February 2018) 

 ’Är sjukvården i väpnade konflikter skyddad? Det normativa ramverk - skydd för sjukvård’ (‘Are 

medical services protected in armed conflict? The normative framework – protection of medical 

services’) UD Folkrättsdag (International Law Day of the Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Stockholm 1 February 2018) 

 “Regulating the Conduct of Hostilities: Targeting Objects”, “Law of Occupation”, PHAP Course 

and Workshop on IHL (Jerusalem, 7-5 November 2017) 

 “Advances in the protection of medical personnel, facilities and transports under the Additional 

Protocols and interpretative challenges on the fundamental obligations to respect and protect”, 40 th 

Roundtable on Current Issues of International Humanitarian Law: the Additional Protocols 40 

Years Later: New Conflicts, New Actors, New Perspectives, San Remo, Italy, 8 September 2017 

 “The Wounded and Sick and ius in bello proportionality”, Transatlantic Workshop on 

International Law and Armed Conflict (European University Institute, Florence, Italy 29 July 

2017) 

 “The Law of Non-International Armed Conflict”, Thessaloniki Summer Course on International 

Humanitarian Law: Current Developments and Challenges  (Thessaloniki, Greece 1 July 2017) 

 “Human Enhancement Technology and the Law of Armed Conflict”, Norwegian Defence 

University College (Olso, Norway, 21 June 2017) 

 “Human Enhancement Technology and the Law of Armed Conflict”, Emerging Issues Workshop 

(IIHL San Remo, Italy, 9 June 2017) 

 “Issues specific to armed groups in armed conflict”, “IHL and International Criminal Law”, and 

“Targeting and Protected Persons”, PHAP Course and Workshop on IHL (Amman, Jordan, 15-17 

May 2017) 

 Harvard University Podcast on the Application of IHL in Low-Intensity Conflicts 23 September 

2016 (http://atha.se/webcast/implications-applying-ihl-low-intensity-conflict-internal-disturbance-

armed-conflict) 

 “Schutz der Zivilbevölkerung und ziviler Objekte / Kombattanten und zulässige militärische 

Ziele”, 22. DRK Sommerkurs im humanitären Völkerrecht, Berlin, (2015-2017) 

 “Protection and Loss of Protection of Cultural Property During Armed Conflict: The International 

Legal Perspective”, Workshop on The Protection of Cultural Artefacts in War, Centre for the 

http://atha.se/webcast/implications-applying-ihl-low-intensity-conflict-internal-disturbance-armed-conflict
http://atha.se/webcast/implications-applying-ihl-low-intensity-conflict-internal-disturbance-armed-conflict
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Ethics of War and Peace, Stockholm, 14 June 2016 

 “The International Law of Military Operations and its Other”, Conference on ‘The International 

Law of Military Operations: Mapping the Field’, University of Exeter, 21 June 2016  

 “Distinction, Proportionality and Precautions in Operation Protective Edge”, Workshop on 

Operation Protective Edge, Stockholm Centre for the Ethics of War and Peace, Stockholm, 11 

November 2015 

 “Protection of humanitarian personnel in IAC/NIAC: the law and current challenges”, XXXVIII 

Roundtable on Current Issues of International Humanitarian Law, ‘The Distinction between 

International and Non-International Armed Conflicts: Challenges for IHL, San Remo, Italy, 

International Institute of Humanitarian Law, 2-5 September 2015 

 “Rhinos, rebels, rules: The International Legal Framework Applicable to Poaching by Organized 

Armed Groups During Armed Conflict”, Seminar on the Rule of Law and Sustainable 

Development, Department of Public Law and Jurisprudence of the University of the Western Cape 

in conjunction with the NRF Research Chair in International Law, University of Johannesburg, 

Stellenbosch, South Africa, 25 March 2015 

 “Infinite Variety Meets Uniform Law: Do We Need a More Differentiated Regime for Organized 

Armed Groups under the International Law of Armed Conflict?”, Conference on Non-

International Armed Conflicts, Melbourne Law School, Melbourne, Australia, 18-20 March 2015 

 Common but Differentiated Standards? (How does the law deal with extremely diverging military 

capabilities of enemy parties?), ILA Study Group on Conduct of Hostilities, Berlin 14/15 

November 2014 

 “The applicability of international humanitarian law and human rights law to organized armed 

groups”, Conference on the Convergence and Conflicts of Human Rights and International 

Humanitarian Law in Military Operations, Pretoria, South Africa, 31 August 2012 

 “International Legal Aspects of Cyber Operations in the context of Peace Operations”, US Naval 

War College’s Annual Conference on International Law, New Port, USA 25-27 July 2012 

 “Die Bindung Privater Gewaltakteure an das humanitäre Völkerrecht”, Expertentagung ‘Private 

Gewaltakteure als Rechte- und Pflichtenträger’, German Institute for Human Rights, Berlin, 

Germany, 19 June 2012 

 “Jus Pos Bellum and Dilemmas of Temporal Application” and Discussant on ‘After War Ends’ by 

Larry May, ‘Jus - Post – Bellum: Mapping the Normative Foundations’, The Hague, The 

Netherlands 31 May / 1 June 2012 

 “The Principles of Necessity and Proportionality in Jus ad bellum, International Humanitarian 

Law and Human Rights Law – Meaning and Interaction”, 19th Congress of the International 

Society for Military Law and the Law of War, Québec City, Canada, 1-5 May 2012 

 “State Responsibility in Cyber-Space: Attribution and Due Diligence, Conference on Cyber-

Attacks and Cyber Warfare, Berlin, Germany, 30-31 March 2012 

 “Legal Aspects of Automated Weaponry”, Workshop on Unmanned Military Vehicles in 

International Humanitarian Law, Berlin, Germany, 26-27 January 2012 

 "Restrictions on the Use of Weapons and Capabilities in Peace Operations – The Legal 

Framework", International Conference on The International Law of Peace Operations organ, 

Beijing, China, 9-12 November 2011. 

 "National vs. international jurisprudence: what effects do they have on the implementation of 

international responsibility for wrongful acts committed in peace operations?” and Chair of the 

session on "The determination of international responsibility for wrongful acts committed in the 

course of peace operations", Colloquium on international humanitarian law, College of Europe, 

Bruges, Belgium, 20-21 October 2011 

 "Enforcing IHL Inside and Outside Tribunals", Thematic workshop on Monitoring and 

Enforcement of International Humanitarian Law, Brussels, Belgium organized by  the 

International Association of Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection in 

partnership with the Program on Humanitarian Policy and Conflict Research (HPCR) at Harvard 

University, hosted by the Belgian Ministry of Defense, 22 September 2011 

 Chair of the Session on “The Role of the International Community”, Conference on Enforcing 

International Humanitarian Law in Contemporary African Conflicts, Potsdam, Germany, 15-17 

September 2011 

 Kommentar: Der (quasi-)polizeirechtliche Einsatz von Aufklärungsdrohnen jenseits der eigenen 

Staatsgrenzen (paper by Prof. Thilo Marauhn), workshop on unmanned aireal vehicles, Institute 
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for the Law of Peace and Armed Conflict, Bochum, Germany, 20-21 January 2011 

 “Section IX of the ICRC’s Interpretive Guidance on Direct Participation in Hostilities: The End of 

Jus in Bello Proportionality as we Know it?”, Minerva Conference on International Humanitarian 

Law, The Minerva Center for Human Rights, Hebrew University Law School, Jerusalem, Israel, 

22 November 2010 

 “Current Challenges to the Legal Regulation of Means of Warfare”, Colloquium on international 

humanitarian law, College of Europe, Bruges, Belgium, 21/22 October 2010 

 “The CCW and its Relation to the General Principles of the Law of Armed Conflict”, Research 

Conference on ‘The Certain Conventional Weapons Convention at 30 – Evolution, Contemporary 

Relevance, Context, and Challenges Ahead’, Stockholm, Sweden, 16-17 September 2010 

 “The scope of crimes that trigger R2P”, European Science Foundation Research Conference on 

‘The Responsibility to Protect: From Principle to Practice’, Linköping, Sweden, 8-12 June 2010 

 “The Law of Armed Conflict Framework Pertaining to Operations of the Swedish Fortification 

Agency (Fortifikationsverket)”, Stockholm, Sweden, 25 May 2010 

 “International Legal Aspects of the Development of Weapons Systems”, lecture for SAAB 

employees, Stockholm, Sweden, 18 May 2010 

 “International Legal Aspects of the Use of Dazzling Laser”, Swedish Defence Research Agency 

(Totalförsvarets forskningsinstitut, FOI), Stockholm, Sweden, 8 December 2009 

 “Reparations for Violations of IHL committed by Organized Armed Groups”, International 

Conference on Securing Compliance with International Humanitarian Law: The Promise and 

Limits of Contemporary Enforcement Mechanisms, The Minerva Center for Human Rights, 

Hebrew University Law School, Jerusalem, Israel, 24 November 2009 

 “Contemporary Armed Conflicts and International Humanitarian Law: The Challenge of 

Organized Armed Groups”, The Geneva Convention at 60, Conference organized jointly by the 

Swedish Red Cross and the Swedish National Defence College, Stockholm, Sweden, 14 October 

2009 

  “The relation between International Humanitarian Law and International Human Rights Law and 

its perceptibility in case law”, The European Convention on Human Rights and the use of force; 

law enforcement in military operations, Conference organized by the Public Prosecutor Office in 

Arnhem, the Chair in Military Law of the University of Amsterdam and the ACIL, Arnhem, The 

Netherlands, 16 September 2009 

 “The Law and Policy of Complementarity in relation to Criminal Proceedings carried out by Non-

State Organized Armed Groups”, Research Conference on the ”ICC and Complementarity: From 

Theory to Practice”, Grotius Centre for International Legal Studies, Peace Palace, The Hague, 15 

September 2009 

 “The Law of Non-International Armed Conflicts”, 27th Warsaw Summer Course on International 

Humanitarian Law of the International Committee of the Red Cross and the Polish Red Cross, 

Warsaw, Poland, 2 July 2009 

 “The Applicability of Human Rights Law and International Humanitarian Law in Peace Support 

Operations”, Swedish National Defence College, Stockholm, 11 June 2009 

 “The Status of ‘Civilian’ in Non-International Armed Conflicts”, Geneva Academy for 

Humanitarian Law and Human Rights, Geneva, Switzerland, 18 February 2008 

 “Auto-Referrals and Complementarity”, Conference on The ICC at Five Years - A look at the 

Court's Emerging Practice, The Hague, Grotius Centre for International Legal Studies, 4 October 

2007 

 “The notions of ‘combatant’, armed group, civilians and civilian population in non-international 

armed conflicts’, 30th Roundtable on Current Issues of International Humanitarian Law ‘The 

Conduct of Hostilities – Revisiting the Law of Armed Conflict 100 Years after the 1907 Hague 

Conventions and 30 Years after the 1977 Additional Protocols’, International Institute of 

Humanitarian Law, San Remo, Italy, 6 September 2007 

 “Universal Jurisdiction”, Summer Course on Human Rights organised by the Netherlands School 

of Human Rights Research, the Catholic University of Leuven, Northwestern University of 

Chicago and Notre Dame Law School, The Hague, The Netherlands, 21 August 2007 

 “Transnational and non-state armed groups and the laws of armed conflict”, Advanced Seminar 

convened by the Program on Humanitarian Policy and Conflict Research at Harvard University, 

the Graduate Institute of International Studies (Geneva) and the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced 

Study on “Transnational and Non-State Armed Groups - Legal and Policy Challenges”, Harvard 
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University, Harvard, USA, 8-10 March 2007. 

 “International and Non-International Armed Conflicts in International Humanitarian Law” and 

“War Crimes”, Training Course for the Dutch Immigration and Naturalization Service (IND) on 

the Application of the 1F Refugee Exclusion Clause in the Convention relating to the Status of 

Refugees, Utrecht, The Netherlands, 5 February 2007 and 5 March 2007 

 “Human Rights and Genocide”, The Netherlands Defence Academy, Breda, The Netherlands, 3 

October 2006 

 “Of Nightmares and Fairy Tales – Taking Stock of the Serious Crimes Unit in East-Timor / Timor 

Leste”, Conférence Katia-Boustany: Hybrid Courts in Context, McGill University, Montréal, 

Canada, 17 February 2006 

  “The laws of armed conflict and human rights law: difference, convergence, conflict”, The 

Netherlands Defence Academy, Breda, The Netherlands, 15 December 2005 

 “Protection of the Civilian Population against the Effects of Hostilities”, 23rd Warsaw Summer 

Course on International Humanitarian Law of the International Committee of the Red Cross and 

the Polish Red Cross, Warsaw, Poland, 7 July 2005 

 “Universal Jurisdiction and Complementarity”, Summer School on International Criminal Law, 

Leiden University Grotius Centre, The Hague, The Netherlands, 4 July 2005 

 “The International Legal Framework for Humanitarian Assistance”, PSO Learning Trajectory on 

humanitarian assistance and international law, The Hague, The Netherlands, 22 February, 20 

March and 10 May 2005 

 “Introduction to the principle and theory of complementarity” and “Complementarity in Practice”, 

Specialised training program for diplomats and embassy staff ‘The International Criminal Court 

from States’ Perspective’, TMC Asser Institute and Grotius Centre for International Legal Studies, 

The Hague, The Netherlands, 4 February 2005 

 “Universal Jurisdiction”, Summer Course on Human Rights organised by the Netherlands School 

of Human Rights Research, the Catholic University of Leuven and Northwestern University of 

Chicago, The Hague, The Netherlands, 24 August 2004 

 “Complementarity as a Catalyst for Compliance”, International Roundtable on Complementarity, 

Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 25/26 June 2004 

  “The Special Tribunal for Iraq: A Humanitarian Law Perspective”, debate on “Prosecuting 

Saddam Hussein”, University of Amsterdam, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 26 February 2004 

 “The Implementation of Human Rights Law and International Criminal Law in The Netherlands”, 

Second International Conference on Law and Judicial Reform for Rwanda, Kigali, Rwanda, 25 

June 2003 

 “Compatibility of national legal systems with the Statute of the Permanent International Criminal 

Court (ICC) - Presentation of Part II (Procedural Law) of the General Report”, Congress of the 

International Society of Military Law and the Law of War, Rome, Italy, 2 April 2003 

 “Conceptualising Complementarity”, Sullivan Roundtable Luncheon, DePaul University College 

of Law, International Human Rights Law Institute, Chicago, USA, 26 February 2003 

 “The International Criminal Court”, Training Course for members of the Bulgarian judiciary, 

TMC Asser Institute, The Hague, The Netherlands, 20 November 2002 

 “The protection of children in armed conflicts”, Course on “Children and Law”, Law Faculty of 

the University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 3 October 2002 

 “Individual Criminal responsibility, command responsibility and defences”, Course for employees 

of the Dutch Immigration and Naturalisation Service on ‘The Exclusion Clause: Article 1F of the 

Refugee Convention and its Relationship With International Law’, TMC Asser Institute, The 

Hague, The Netherlands, 14 March 2002 

 “Bringing the perpetrators of the 11th September Attacks to Justice: Options and Obstacles”, 

Institute of Social Studies, The Hague, The Netherlands, 30 November 2001 

 “Individual criminal responsibility under international law”, Course on international responsibility 

at the Law Faculty of the University of Amsterdam, November 2001 

 “Der Vorschlag zu einem Individualbeschwerdeverfahren im humanitären Völkerrecht” [The 

proposal for an individual complaints procedure under international humanitarian law], 

Workshop “Aktuelle Forschungsergebnisse zu humanitären Krisen” [Current research results 

concerning humanitarian crises] in EDUSAT, organised by the Ruhr-University Bochum, The 

Hague, The Netherlands, 17 June 2001 

 “The Use of Depleted Uranium and the Prohibition of Indiscriminate Attacks”, Joint Conference 
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of the Hague Appeal for Peace and IALANA, Aachen, Germany, 9 September 2000 

  “Complementarity of the International Criminal Court: The Challenge of National 

Implementation”, 27th Session of the Institute of International Public Law and International 

Relations on ‘The Law of Armed Conflict’, Thessaloniki, Greece, 21 September 1999 

 

ORGANIZATION OF INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES, SEMINARS AND OTHER 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS (Selection) 

 Expert Workshop on ‘Dynamics and Legal Challenges in Armed Conflict in the DRC’, 

Swedish Defense University, Stockholm, (11-12 December 2018) 

 Expert Roundtable on Cyber Operations and International Law (together with Stockholm 

University), Stockholm (28/29 August 2017) 

 XI International Seminar for Legal Advisors for the Armed Forces (together with the 

International Society for Military Law and the Law of War), Stockholm (27-31 March 2017) 

 Conference on International Law and Cyber Warfare, Stockholm, Swedish Defence 

University (2014) 

 Research Conference on ‘Conflicts and Convergence between International Human Rights 

and Humanitarian Law in Military Operations’ with financial support of the Swedish 

International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), Pretoria, South Africa, 26/27 August 

2011 and 31 August / 1 September 2012 

 Research Seminar Series on ‘Organized Armed Groups and the Law of Armed Conflict’ 

with financial support of the Swedish Research Council (2011-2013) 

 Research Seminar Series on ‘Responsibility in Multinational Military Operations’ with 

financial support of the Swedish Ministry of Defence (2010-2012) 

 Law and Ethics Panel during the 2nd Conference of the International Society of Military 

Sciences (2010) 

 Research Conference on ‘The Certain Conventional Weapons Convention at 30 – Evolution, 

Contemporary Relevance, Context, and Challenges Ahead’, with financial support of the 

Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the International Society of Military Law and the Law of 

War, the Swedish Red Cross and the Europa University Viadrina of Frankfurt/Oder (2010) 

 Research Conference European Science Foundation Research Conference on ‘The 

Responsibility to Protect: From Principle to Practice’, with financial support of the European 

Science Foundation, the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Global Centre for the 

Responsibility to Protect and the Amsterdam Center for International Law (2010) 

 Research Seminar on ‘Jus Post Bellum Seminar’, with financial support from Dutch Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs and the Hague Institute for the Internationalisation of Law (2007) 

 Research Conference ‘System Criminality in International Law’ with financial support of the 

Royal Dutch Academy of Sciences (KNAW) and the Governing Council of the University of 

Amsterdam (College van Bestuur)(2006) 

 Research Seminar ‘The Complementary Principle of the Rome Statute of the International 

Criminal Court’, with financial support of the Royal Dutch Academy of Sciences (KNAW), 

Dutch Organisation of Scientific Research (NWO), Ius Commune and the Governing Council of 

the University of Amsterdam (College van Bestuur)(2004) 

 Research Conference ‘Internationalized criminal courts and tribunals’, with financial support 

from the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, No Peace Without Justice, the Royal Dutch Academy 

of Sciences (KNAW), the Project on International Courts and Tribunals, and the Governing 

Council of the University of Amsterdam (College van Bestuur)(2002)   

 

OTHER ACADEMIC MERITS 

PhD Supervision 

 Jeanique Pretorius, ‘Protection of the Natural Environment in non-international armed conflict 

under international treaty law’; thesis successfully defended at the University of Pretoria in 

February 2018 

 Martha Bradley, ‘An analysis of the notions of ‘organised armed groups’ and ‘intensity’ in the law 

of non-international armed conflict’, thesis successfully defended at the University of Pretoria in 

February 2018 



Jann K. Kleffner 10 

 

 10 

 Pontus Winther: ‘International Humanitarian Law and Influence Operations - The Protection of 

Civilians from Unlawful Communication Influence Activities during Armed Conflict’, thesis 

successfully defended at Uppsala University Faculty of Law in September 2019 

 Rogier Bartels: ‘The Legal Regime of Transnational Armed Conflicts under International 

Humanitarian Law’, University of Amsterdam 

 Marika Ericson: ‘The Dividing Lines between Cyber Crime, Cyber Terrorism and Cyber War 

under International Law and their Implications for Swedish Domestic Regulation’, Swedish 

Defense University 

 Jim Karani, ‘Domestic and International Standards on the Use of Force in Counter-Poaching 

operations in Kenya’, University of Pretoria Faculty of Law 

 

Member of PhD Commission / PhD Examinations 

 Bart van den Bosch, ‘Oorlog voeren zonder geweld - onderzoek naar de regels binnen het 

humanitair oorlogsrecht voor militaire cyberoperaties die de drempel van aanval niet halen’, PhD 

examined 2019, University of Amsterdam 

 Gadi Hanania, ‘Diffusion of Law from Domestic to International Criminal Law: Bottom-up 

Mechanisms and Factors affecting the diffusion process, PhD examined 2017, Hebrew University 

of Jerusalem 

 Timothy McFarland, ‘Autonomous Weapon Systems and the Law of Armed Conflict’, PhD 

examined 2017, Melbourne University Law School 

 Nobuo Hayashi, ‘Military Necessity’, successfully defended at the University of Leiden, Faculty 

of Law (2017) 

 J.F.R. Boddens Hosang, ‘Rules of Engagement – Rules on the Use of Force as Linchpin for the 

International Law of Military Operations’, successfully defended at the University of Amsterdam, 

Faculty of Law (2017) 

 Bérénice Boutin: ‘The Role of Control in Allocating International Responsibility in Collaborative 

Military Operations’, successfully defended at the University of Amsterdam, Faculty of Law 

(2015) 

 Katharine Fortin: ‘The Accountability of Armed Groups under Human Rights Law’, successfully 

defended at the University of Utrecht, Faculty of Law (2015) 

 Emilia Richard: ‘The Protection of Civilians against the effects of Hostilities under the 

International Humanitarian law of Non-International Armed Conflict’, successfully defended at 

the Graduate Institute, Geneva (2013) 

 Eric Pouw: ‘International Human Rights Law and the Law of Armed Conflict in the Context of 

Counterinsurgency with a Particular Focus on Targeting and Operational Detention’, successfully 

defended at the University of Amsterdam, Faculty of Law (2013) 

 Joanna Nicholson: ‘Combatant Immunity in International Criminal Law’, University of Oslo, 

Faculty of Law (external commentator for midway evaluation, 2012) 

 Michelle Lesh: ‘Inside the Scope of the Law? Israel's Policy of Targeted Killing and International 

Humanitarian Law’, successfully defended at Melbourne University Law School (2012) 

 Annemieke van Verseveld: ‘Mistake of Law – Excusing Perpetrators of International Crimes’, 

successfully defended at the University of Amsterdam Law School (2011) 

 Maria Nybondas: ‘Command Responsibility and Its Applicability to Civilian Superiors’, 

successfully defended at the University of Amsterdam Law School (2009) 

 

External Reviews of Publications 

 Reviews of international law manuscripts for Oxford University Press, Cambridge University 

Press, TMC Asser Press and a number of leading international law journals 

 

Administrative Duties  

 Swedish Defence University: leading and managing the Centre for International and Operational 

Law (previously International Law Centre), including administering budgets, recruiting, managing 

and supervising staff, preparing grant applications, representing the Centre internally and 

externally, addressing gender issues, etc. 

 Swedish Defence University: chairman and member of the Appointments Board 

(Förslagsnämnden för anställningsärenden)(2016-2019) 
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 Swedish National Defence College: member of the Appointments Board (Förslagsnämnden för 

anställningsärenden)(2013-2016) 

 Swedish National Defence College: member of the Ethics Council (Etikråd) (2013-2019) 

 Swedish National Defence College: Chair of the subject council on international law (ordförande 

ämnesråd folkrätt)(2009-2016) 

 Member of the working group responsible for drafting a research strategy for the Swedish 

National Defence College (AG Forskning) (2009-2010) 

 University of Amsterdam, Law Faculty’s Exam Board (until 2009) 

 


